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"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


all to reconmend_it , but your Lordſbips 2pproba- 
tion at the preaching of it , together with thoſe 
worthy Centr Fe the Fg gh Sheriff 6nd Grand. 


Lo y of the County, w afterwards requeſt ſited 


i the work] ay Fj 


which, ars a y 6h Adare eſs Lately 
_ to' wh ES conld"not © Bit bend my 
m—_— C f 7 wah much reluGancy ) to 


ſatisfhe. 1 «5, and chuſe rather to expoſe my 
Oh the the ( Co "a of the World, than deny their 
unanimous and mportunate requeſt. 


I wi (though I # Tai doubt it ) that it may 
have the ſame e fn. &s was by ſome of them in- 
tiriated, "who-uſed this as an argument to me, That 
the” printing of it may be for the publick, good, 

oR wg ag fe reach Kor 4 Jp thit 
ay then preſent. I was likewiſe informed by Yy 
s of them , that they beerd it reported, 

s war * But the Co "with ſome little variations" 
printed Strinn-” But alas) that did not- at' 

% Sow me, L por onely as the imperti- 
aence of ſome piegh Fe ealos, whoſe uſual method 


it is to hi ſomething to cavil at , rather than 
wart exerciſe for their reviling faculties. 


Ha- 


"—- her ggo ie for ahpearikg Ow 
Tex we LW def t cir Y 04 ft that Cate 


$ - 


223» > Tn me nr anc $2 


ne 


|} 


1. twig the owt moved me A 


of coirſe far frch Front ch oo por 
- opal becauſe T thay 


inns Eo ng Ls = 
bs o-the afion for which it OY CF'2) 
-,_ | ow onely- to beg your Lorttfhips par on Yore par 
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ly worth ; it rogue the! experience I bave had 
31 of your Lordft IGRS erpboldened meto 
i | do it; and fa oy Jaoner prevailed 


upon to, this, Sermon I reſolved at the 
” f -aY in ay 2 er it WAL ſoever )) to 
your, Lordſhip's Patronage : and 1 hope in ſome 
Gn 1 nay jnfifie the doing of it, becauſe the ſole 
defign of this Sermon ( how meanly ſoever perfor- 
med ) 3s to ſet forth our duty to God and the King, 
3 | and therefore moſt proper to be dedicated to your 
* || Lordſbip, the moſt exa&i obſerver of both, If 
y therefore your Lordſhip pleaſe to accept and fawour- 
7 || it, I ſhall think my ſelf and it ſecure, notwithſtan- 
x dag ll the Cenſures of the World. IT walue them © 
ſhall reſt K (oirfed in this, that Thave 
| mode ſome, Fes but a weak acknowledgement 
4 | of that duty and ſervice T owe your Lordſhip, but | 
more eſpecially that your Lordſhip will vouchſafe 
to accept ſuch weak performances. 
And therefore that Almighty God would bleſs 
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TI. - --. --.. MARK 1. 17; 


eſe And Teſus anſwering , ſaid nuto-them ; Render 
. fo Celar' the things that are Ceſars , and to 
God the things that are God's. | 


z==2x Hefe words are ourSaviour's anſwer 
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=: to a certain Queſtion propoſed to 
* him by the Phariſees. and; Herods- 
ans concerning the lawfulneſs of 
paying Tribute, as appears by the 


like ſubrilty, they came unto him, and faid, 
Maſter, we know that thou art true, and care 
men, but teacheſt the way of | God in truth :. Is 't 
lawful to give tribute to Ceſar, or not ? Shall we 
give,ortſhall we not give ? The deceit that lay hid 
under this Qyeſtion,may be. probably conceived 
mk to be thus: ( for they came on purpoſe to try 
\* | if they could'carch him in his words )- That 
if Chriſt had anſwered; that it was not TJaw- 
ful to pay it ,” they would have accuſed him, 
and been him into the hands ef the Ro- 
man Governour for a ſeditious man, according 
B to 


forepoing Verſes: being armed with their: Fox- 


for no man ; for thou regardeft -not the perſon of 


mom 
. £ 
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SY | 
to Luke 20. 20. Andthey watched him, ond ſent 
forth ſpies, which ſhould feign themſelves juSt 
men, that they might take hold of his words, that 
ſo they might deliver bim unto the power and at 
thority of the governour. ... 

And on the other fide, if he had faid thari it 
was lawful, they'would have diſgraced: him a- 
mong the people, as one that conſented to the þj 
Romans Tyranitiy: and Impiety : but he knowing | . 
tbtir bypotriſee-ſaid tanto ther, Why tempt ye me? If , 
bring me a penny'that. T may ſee it : Or, as St. X 
Matthew expreſieth it ,, Shew we the tribute-mo- | 5 
2: (cant when they brought atiznto him, he ſaith | 
into them, WhoſoSs this iniage and Juperſeription? FI 
ant they ſaid: #nto him, Celar's. '$ 

And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto them, Render 
to Cefar the things that are Celar's , and to God IG; 
the things that are' God's. 

As if he had ſaid, Sceing that God hath ſub- 
zeaed you to the Romans, as aPPears by the |... 
Seamp' of your.curravt Coyn, which. is.a figne 
of Supteam power, bear-it patiencly, that doth 
not' attyy way hinder the ſervice! you: owe to 
God ſn you are lis-people z and befides xt is an 
ealic matter to datisfie both God and Ceſar in 


this payment, which conſiſts but' in a lictle ſum | 
of money. 


From 


oy 
*Fromour Savour's thus ſtating the Queſtion, 
t wemay infer this Propofition: Tis the daty and 
ſervice which we qught to perform direCtly and 
” | immediately co Almighty. Cod, doth not ac- 
> ir or exempt us from paying our due obe- 
6 hence to the civil Magiſtrate. 

For he ſuppoſeth ſomething to: be neceſlari- 
ly due to both; when he commands us to pay 
* what belongs to each. In the proſecution of 
FI this, therefore, T ſhall "infift upon theſe two 
things plainly implied in the, words of my 
wy | 

. Our duty as it relates to the Civil Magi- 
Ly frat} Render to Ceſar the things that are Ce» 
- Bars. 
er 2. -Our duty as it relates to God.: Render to 
o# IGod the things that are Gods. | 
x, Of our duty as it relates to the Civil 
agiſtrate : - In the handling whereof, I ſhall 
ndeavour to ſhew what we are to render as 
due from us. to him. | The. firſt thing that IT 
all mention is Honour'; and this muſt extend 
t ſelf to our thoughts, words, and actions. 


a fr; Firſt, we muſt honour him even in our 
i thoughts and intentions ; we are not to harbour. 
im En ill opinion , nor che rain a prejudicial 


\ Fought: for though the {ccrets of the heart 
IM | B 2 are — 


\ 


[4] 


are not accountable to man, becanſe not to be 


 frhom'd by a finite underſtanding ; yet there 
.is a God that tries the very Heart and Reins: 


he ( to whomthe darkneſs is-no darkneſs, but 
the night as clearas the Noon-day) can as eaſily 
diſcover the moſt obſcure thoughts as the moſt 
apparent ations, 'and as eaſily puniſh them as 
the moſt notorious and ſcandalous crimes. 

Curſe not ther meſine the King.no not in thy thought, 
and curſe not the rich in thy bed-chamber : for a 
bird of the air ſhall carry the voice, and that which 
hath wings ſhall tell the matter, Eccleſ. 10. 20. 
A contemptuous thought of a King, or Jawful 
Authority, is a fin of an high nature, and there- 
fore not to be indulged by any that think them- 
ſelves concerned either to be good Subjects or 
good Chriſtians. We muſt reſiſt the very firſt 
motions, and Check the moſt ſecret »incli- 


/ nations to evil ; otherwiſe it will ſteal upon us 
* / by degrees; and if once we get a habit of think- 
\_Ing ill, who knows how ſoon it may break forth 


into bitter words ? ( for out of the abundance 
the. heart the mouth ſpeaketh ; ) and though our 
thotights were our own while confin'd to our 
breaſts, yet being thus vented they ceaſe to be 
in our power, nor will it be eaſe to hinder the 
ul conſequence that attends them , or to heal 
a 


[5] | 

a Wound made by ſuch ſharp Arrows ; and 

therefore firſt let us reſtrain our thoughts, And 
2. When we ſpeak of Kings and Princes, our 

words muſt be reverend and honourable : it is 


cenſure one another, much leſs for SubjeRs to 
pretend to judge the ations of their Sove- 
raign. Ir would be much better certainly ,- if 
every one inſtead of talking -of the duty of 
their Governours, would ſeriouſly think on their 
Own. 

St. Peter foretelling of a ſort of falſe Teach- 
ers, to the end they may be better avoided, de- 
{cribes them by their manners thus, 2 Per. 2. 
Lo. viz. Such as walk after the-fleſh in the luſt 
of uncleaneſs, and deſpiſe government. Preſum- 
pruons are they, ſelf-willed : they are not afraid 
to ſpeak evil of dignities. | 

Whereas angels, which are greater in power and 
might , bring not railing accuſations againſt them 
before the Lord, verl. 11. M 

And St. Jude chargeth them with the ſame * 


not meet for Chriſtians of any ſort to abjeQs ro 


thing,werſ. 8. of his Epiſtle : Likewiſe alſotheſe 


filiby dreamers defile the fleſb, deſpiſe dominion, 

and ſpeak evil of dignities. * I; 
And it were to be:wilhed, there were none 
among ug, that endeavour by {uch Stratagems. 
> as 


[5]: 
as theſe to amuſe -the people, and {o carry on 
their own private Plots, and ſecret deſigns, by 
ſpeaking evil of things they underſtand not. 
Reverence'to Magiſtrates is a duty frequent- 
ly inculcated in Holy Writ : Thou -fſbalt not re- 
wile the Gods, nor curſe the ruler of thy people, 
Exod. 22.28. 1 counſel thee to kgep the King's 


\ 


commandment , and that in regard of the oath of 


God, Feclel. 8.2. Be not haſty to go out of bis 
fe ht : flan ndt in an evil thing ; for be _ 
. es pleaſeth him, verl. 3. | 

Where the word of a King 1s, there is power : 
and who may ſay unto him, What doeft thou ® v. 4. 
If he do ought amiſs, he muſt anſwer it before 
the King of Kings ; it is. the Subjects duty in 
the mean while to follow the advice of the A- 
poſtle, whoſe words are theſe, 1 Tim.'2. x, 2: 
T exhort therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, 
prayers ,interceſſions,and giving of thanks be\made 
' for all men: 

For Kings, and for allithat are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet ant peaceable life in 'all 

godlineſs and honeſty. 
 .,Andthis ought to be done for them, thengh 
they were Infidels and Enemies to the Golpel ; 
yea, though they were perſecutors of them that 


make- profeſſion of it: -How much more, their - 


ſhould 
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hould we reſpe&t good Kings, when they not 
onely profeſs true Religion themſelves, but e- 
ſtabliſh, confirm, and ſettle the ſame by ou 
and wholeſom Laws? 

3- As our:thoughts and words - muſt be 3. 
nourable, ſo in out actions. we muſt ſhew a re« 
verence, by being humble and ſubmiſſivein our 
carriage and behaviour. "There is a civil re- 
fpe& due from Inferiovrs' to their Superiours: 
and though there” be "a ſort of godly men” a- 
mong us ( as they call themſelves ) that re- 
fuſe this outward civility, and deny that which 
others more reaſonably pay ; I ſhall not now 
ſpend time in anſwering their frivolous preten- 
fions. 'St Pant bids us render fear to whom fear, 
and honour to whom honour 1s due. 

And St. Peter,” in the very fame verfe, bids - 
s fear God, and honour the King: And that 
ve ought to ſhew a reverence by ſome civil be- 

zaviour, or outward fubmiſſion , 1s plain from 
Levit. 1.9. 32. Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary 
ead, and honour the face of the old man, and 
ear thy Gotl. 

And we may add to'this the words of the 
ith Commandment, Honour thy Father and thy 
other ; the meaning and ſcope of which is, 


What the quality of mens R_—_ and places 


in 


[8] 

- in whatſoever-eſtate, whether Natural, Civil, 
or Ecclefiaſtical, and with whatſoever relating 
to us, -ought to be duly acknowledged and re- 
ſpeted. _ 

* ave ſuch ſubmi ion and duty cheriſhed in 
the hearts, and ſhewn in the words and beha- 
viour of SubjeQs, would render the difficulties 
of Government more ſupportable , and ale- 
viate thoſe cares' and troubles which the moſt 
lawful Governours ' need continually under. 
| 2. The ſecond thing required as due FI 
us to the civil Magiſtrate, is Obedience : This 4 
is a duty frequently inculcated in holy Scri-{$ 
pture, Ti. -Z- I. St. Paul dire&s Titus to put þþ 
them in mind to be ſubje& to principalities andſtl 
powers, to obey Magiſtrates, 'to be ready to every w 
good work, And Rom. T3. 5. the ſame Apoſtlem 
faith, Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubje&, not one m 
ly fir wrath, but alſo for Conſcience-ſake. Into L 
what dregs of times then are we faln ! St. Paulff or 
urges obedience to Magiſtrates for Conſciencef}#: 
fake, and yet in our days that has been madgſpr 
an argument for the contrary ; we have ſome a 
mong us that pretend for Conſcience-ſake © ve 
diſobey them. we 

When Rebellion and Hypocriſie pal for Pie 


duty a 
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[3] 
Duty and Obedience, the beſt and moſt Gitred? 
things are not ſecured from being abuſed : Re- 
'Yligion 1t ſelf is no longer accounted ſo by ſome 
in fmen, than it. ſerves their turns and intereſts 
1a- | and therefore that hath been made uſe of to 
ies cloak the moſt abſurd and wicked defigns. De- 
le-fvotion hath been; and is ſtill, a Plea for diſo- 
oftfbedience : and the pretended tenderneſs, which 
er« others may more yuſtly call the niceneſs of a 
Edifaffeted Conſcience, will not permit men to 
nf obey the King , for fear of dilobeying God. 
And yet there is nothing more plain in the whole 
i=} Scripture than this, that every ſoul ought to be 
if ſubjeS& to the higher powers, Rom. I 3. I. And 
H{that we may not miſtake the meaning of thoſe 
{ words, St. Peter tells us more diſtintly what is 
{| meant by higher Powers, 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. Sub- - 
mit your ſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
I Lords ſake, whether it be to the King, as ſupream, 
enlf or #nnto _gowernours, as unto them that are ſent by 
ncef] bim, for the puniſinent of evil-doers, and for the 
add praiſe of them that do well. | 
e af But alas! Fancy and Opinion ſometimes o- 
ver-rule Reaſon and Scripture both;' or elſe 
we ſhould never have known ſuch horrid im- 
for-pieties committed among our ſelves , as to ſee: 


data King dethron'd, and murther'd by his own 
Cc 


Sub. 


== 


EPEDELIryn> Dt np eng, op ee on 


” ﬀ -_-= VO GATION OOO od AUG AA I. 4 SSR OW 


[ro] 
Subje&s ; and the Houſe of God, which ouwſf.N 


Saviour denominated a Houſe of Prayer, to be 


come a Den of Thieves; which was too truhfj 


ſo indeed, when our Churches were profan'd 
robbed, and plundred of their decent Ornaments 
by wicked and cruel hands : ; and pure Religi 


on which is there profeſled, forced to retire, andy} 1 


hide/its head in a corner ; and our Clergie (the 
lawful Miniſters of Chrift(equeſtred from thei: 


Livelihood,and employment too : all which wa 


. violently carried on under the ſpecious name 
of Reformation, and- Liberty of Conſcience 


and the actors all this while, the greateſt pr 
tenders to Religion and Holineſs , carrying 
fair outſide, whatever was within. But evef 
thus did the Phariſees of old, who could de 
vour Widows houſes under pretence of thei 
long Prayers. 

How far {uch practices as theſe are from thafff - 


duty we ſtand obliged to by the Laws both of 


God and man, mult needs be plain and cle: 
to every one. that is not wiltully blind : They 
are the greateſt reproach to the Proteſtant Re 
ligion, and even a ſcandal to Chriſtianitie itſelf; 
and therefore to be exploded and for ever aboſſ 
nj by all that put on the name of et 
cacr | | 


Th 


[11] 
The obedience required of us, is a yolunta- 
il} cie- and hearty doing what our lawful Superi- 
&{ our commands , or patient ſuffering what he 
# inflits, though it ſhould be either without juſt 
cauſe, or ſomewhat more exceſſively than the 
cauſe requires : but in all lawful commands, we 
ſtand obliged to do what he requires by Law 
# co be done ; and a Paſlive obedience in this\caſe 
{is not a {ſufficient diſcharge of our duty , (much 
1} Jeſs can an aChve diſobedience find any Plea.) 
& For ſuch as refuſe to do what the Law com- 
ex mands, though they may {cem content to ſuffer 
the puniſhment ic inflics , are no better obler- 
vers of the Law, than a Thief, who is content 
to be hanged after he hath robb'd his Neigh- 
ver bours. It either of them ſuffer the Law, it is 
def] for their offence 1n tranſgreſling it ; and what 
glory 18-it, if when men be buffeted for their 
faults they take it patiently ? 
hal This makes them neither the bettet men, 
off nor the better Chriſtians ; for beſides that it is 
-af to be ſuppoſed that they would not ſuffer any 
ej - penalty if they could find a way to' eſcape it : 
«f - This doth not anſwer the end and deſign of 
ff the Law , which requires our obedience in an 
-aftive performance of the things commanded ; 

and the puniſhment is onely added in calc of * 
SI | con- 


Wn [12] 


contempt and diſobedience. © Such therefore aff bi 
refuſe to obey the Law , though they ſullall k 
the penalty it infliqs , cannot reaſonably bl þ 
thought good obſervers thereof , becaule it i 3 
not the puniſhment that the Law-giver intends] te 
but the doing that which he requires ; and ſuclif J 
as refuſe to do this, or act contrary to-it,' not 

 onely offend the Magiſtrate under whom theyſſ x] 
live, but even God himſelf , who commands ug it 
to reverence and obey him. This therefore can 
be no refuge for thoſe pretending Zealots, whe 
endeavour'to make the world believe they-ar 
I good Subjeas, if they quietly ſut- 
er the penalty of the Laws: Alas ! this is no 
diſcharge of their duty ; the Magiſtrate onely 
ſuppreſſes their rebellions practices, for-which 
they make Religion a Cloak, and punithes their 
diſobedience, which they endeavour to palliate 
with Devotion ; but the duty required of 
them, remains ſtill unperformed, and fin lies at 
their door ; who: invert St. Paul's rule, and 
think it ſufficient to obey merely for wrath, 
and not for Conſcience-ſake. The Authours 
and Abettors therefore of ſuch abſurd Do- 
crines, would do well to conſider, that when 
- they fall under due correction , this doth not; 
acquit or free them from their firſt offence in 
break- | 
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_ breaking the Law , but is deſigned onely to 
i keep them in better 'order , and make them þ 
' bY better Sabjects for. the time;to come. 

i Nor will it at all juſtifie our diſobedience 
f tolawful Authority, what ſome men urge, vis. 
That 'the” things required are not comman- 


f ded in the Word of God-:; it is ſufficient if 


they are not therein forbid:, nor contrary to 
Y it. 


That the powers ordained of God, and by 
him ſet over us, have authority to order and 
determine ſome things not directly and exfﬀeſly 
4# commanded in the Word of God,is plainand evi- 
dent even from thoſe many Texts of holy Scri- 
pture which require and. enjoyn obedience to 
the Magiſtrate. * As for thoſe things poſitively 
ery ſer down in the Word of God, there we have 
atef dire&ions for the performance of them : but 

of then, when we are commanded moreover, e- 
5 at ven by the ſame Word of God, to obey the 
nd Magiſtrate , this muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe him 
th; inveſted with a power to command, us ſome 
1s things not- before ſpecified, but left to his de- 
o- [termination ; and ſo far as his commands are a- 
en fpreeable'to: the Word of God, we are bound 
ot ſto obey them. / : | 

If the Magiſtrate command us any thing 


that 


} 


| [14] 
that is manifeſtly impions, and [contrary to the 
| known will of God, we are then with | reves 
rence to refuſe, 'and alledge our duty. to God 
for our Warrant ; but'this refuſalimuſt be with 
 ſubmiſſjon and reverence , ſtill reſerving Out 
lawful ſubjeQtion and Loyalty ;' this muſt be 
with a paſlive obedience, not reſifting, but ſub, 
mitting to the penalties of. the Law : and in 
this caſe we muſt betake our ſelves to the weas 
-pons of the Primitive Chriſtians , vi. Prayers 
and. Tears. But thanks be to God, we have 
no ground for any-fuch complaints 3 we. have 
no Commands 'impoſed upon us:, but. ſuch a 
are cafie to be born, and very agreeable to 
good Chriſtian temper. 

May it therefore pleaſe Almighty God Jong 
«to continue ſuch a Prince among-us, whoſe eg 
deavours -may always be to prote& and {up 
port ſuch as are-committed to him, and-to 
vern them prudently , and "after a holy man 
ner | 

And may 1t enter into every Subjedts heart 
to be faithful, ſubmiſſive, and obedient to hi 
_ Soveraign 3 not in outward appearance. onely 
but in truth and ſincerity. \.\Te-1s: not ,enougi 
for us to own his Supream power; and-,autho 


ry, unleſs we aſſert:them'm our actions, / anc 
de 


[x5] | 
demonſtrate the reality of our intentions: by - 
all the outward acts of fidelity and love. Nor - 
muſt we be wanting, it need fo require, to a{- 
fiſt him with our. Eſtates : We are bid by. St. 
Paul to render Tribute to whom Tribute, as well 
as Honour to whom Honour is due. 'And that Tri- 
bute was anciently paid, is evident by our Sa- 
-| yiour's determination '1n my Text of the Que- 
ſtiori propoſed to. him ; and elſewhere he con- 
I firmed the ſame (though at the expence of a - 
f Miracle ) even by his own pradtice, Matth. 1 7 
27. Go thou to the Sea., ſpeaking to 55 Peter 
) 


| and caſt an hook, and take up the þ at firſt 
cometh up : and-when thou haſt LON fr, mouth, 


thou ſhalt find a piece of money, that take , and 
en give unto them, 1. e. the receivers of the Tri- 
up. bute-money, for me and thee. 
go Would every one 1n their proper places thus 
1arf perform their reſpective duties, we may by the 
bleſſing of God continue long to be a-happy 
people. | 
There would be no need of affixing penal- 
ties to the Laws, if men would be per{waded 
ito do their duties ; till then ( which is daily 
hofſ-:to be wiſhed.) there 1s need of a Sword of 
-Juſtice to reſtrain the extravagant errours of 
-froward men , at leaſt to correct their folly 
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[16] 
and obſtinacy , if they till perſiſt in them} 
for the Magiſtrate beareth not the Sword in 
vain; he is the Miniſter of God to execut 
wrath upon him that doth evil ; and 'to him 
in a great meaſure we- owe the ſecurity of our 
Lives and Eſtates : for though the Law © 
God forbids the commiſſion of murther , rob- 

Sbery, and ſuch-like crimes, yet it is to be fea 
red, through Atheiſm and Irreligion, which too 
much abound in theſe our days, thoſe Laws 
would ſoon be forgotten , if the Law of the 
Land did not provide a puniſhment an{weray 
ble to thoſe and ſuch-like crimes ; it were well 
if one or the other , or both , would keep 
men in awe, and bring us to a ſenſe of our 
duty, ſo as to'make us voluntarily and freely 
Render to Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's, 
and unto God the things that are God's ; which 
brings me to ſpeak of the ſecond thing I men- 
tioned-- contained in the words of my Text, 
of; | 

2, Our Duty as it relates to God. 
Him we muſt ſerve ith reverence and a 
holy fear, and frame the whole of our lives andÞj 
actions according to the rules preſcribed'in his}. 


watdims — kit. wy 2 res rae. Oh... a> 
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Word ; there we may be directed how to walk, 


and there we have the-general rules whereby 


things 


'E i 
| things are to be ordered 1 in the Church, 206086 
em ding to''which our- Governours -ate 'to make 
d | particular Laws, and we to obey them ;.'to 
cutey prevent that diſorder and confution; whick 
my yould otherwiſe - unavoidably hhppens; if eve- 
' our ry one 'was- left: to his own liberdyn/ of pre- 
V Ol {cribing his own way of: Worſhip:(V'mean in 
_—_ publick ) Og as "as Jen or humour 


F leads him. «1 0) bg) Dolly gel ot ro, 


ro tvy 


- Since "God hath. not Ippdibted-: ay cer- 
"tel wi Model of Worſhip - whereby: he will be 
_ 4 ſerved, rand rio' othetrwile zttis very 'rational- 
well ly-to 'be ſuppoſed: that: "he! chath left :5t.to 
cepl the prudence of our Govertivurs ito! conſider 
Ourf and determine how Chriſtian Societies, when _ 
<cly] they! mect together, - may: molt) folemn]y and 
ir | decently perform that __ ward God _— 
uch of them. | 
en- | 
Xt I... And wheel is or can this :be: better: mat. 
| fed, than it is now'in the Church of ;Erngland £, 
the beſt model'd Chuch this day in, the. Chr. 
fan World. : Her Do&rines are all :heaven- 
hy 4 and: divine ; and that Worſhip which, ſhe: 
ſcribes is pure and: undefiled, attended'one- 
y with: ſome innocent; harmle(s, Ceremonies, 
D in 


"F _— 
n themſehres indifferent, but appointed to be 
uſed: for Decency , Order , and Edificatis 
on. 1 ſhall not now ſpend cime to prove the 
lawfulneſs,or urge the uſctulnels of a ſet Form 

\in the pubhck Afſembly: 
that hath been ſufficiently cleared by the Pem 
of our learned Writet 


Now it hath plea 

iſtrate his Vicegerent on Earth, to take careſſc 
of, and defend; his Church : (and then indeed}y 
may Kings and Queens be fitly; tiled nurſing{t 
Fathers, and nurſing Mothers, when they chef 
riſh and propagate that Faith whnch was and s 
dclivered to the Saints. ) 


And becauſe we are beſet with many bork 
publick :and private Enemics, who: wauld glad-| 
Iy deſtroy our Church , and Jay her Name 
and Honour in the duſt ; ſhe 1s therefore fenced 
about with good and wholefom Laws, ſuch as fv 
provide-a-puniſhment for her difobedient Chil- it 
dren, and'a ſcourge for fuch as will not be res 
chimed': theſe ( if they, were duely execu- fy 
ted ). would: preſerve; that reverence and. e-iFft 
ſteem that is due to her; theſe would redue þ 
many of thoſe already departed from her, and i 


Ps 


[19] 
be pteſerve thoſe that are yet in her Commu: 
ati nion from being infected wich the poiſon 
theſſ| of Schiſm and Sedition, as'too too many have 
mi been already. 
ly: 
emf -- But I could wiſh rather that every one 
would be perſ{waded to reform his 'own er- 
Jrours, and endeavour, as much as in him lies, 
Miasfto keep the unity of the Spirit in the bogd 
-arefof peace. Would men lay aſide their pre- 
cedfjudice, and embrace truth for the ttuth's ſake, 
pgfſthere would be then ſome hopes 'of a, genes 
hol x reconciliation. But when they vide 
ce themſelves 1 into Schiſms and Fattions , there 
is no hopes of effeting that which is "of aff 
$g00d men to be wiſhed , namely , tliat we 
och hight be all of one inde, as there is one, 
Jad-[Lord, one Faith, and one Baptiſin. 


ame 


If we could, or rather indeed if we would 
valk together to the houſe of God as friends, 
bis would condace miyzch to the honour of 
od , the credit and advantage of our Re- 
[ 0n; and the ſetli a laſting Peace in 
} e-\ſhis one troubled Nation this would be the 
Jnoer Fray to diſcourage all thi Plots and Conſpi- 
and Ficies of the Romiſh Pty, and would t 
pre- D 2 the 


iced 
h as 
:hal- 


WL 
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the beſt, Bulwark. againſt Popety it ſelf, fo 
- <much dreaded: -among*us 4; 1t.1s their: buſi neſs 
and endeavgur to, keep: y6:at-odds; the bet- 
ter to carry on their own deſighes ; and 
therefore they have their Emiſſaries up and 
down to Preqhouen and Sedirion into peo- 


ples cars. RNS 


if 


By (IE arts. as theſe, they inſi 5 thems 
ſelves .among the poor, deluded people; of 
our ſeparate Congregations 3 and joyning 
with them in, thei clamours againſt _the 
Church of. Ez land, crying it downcfor: ſt 
perſtitious, an | M... Popiſhly affeted,, they paſs] 


there for. gifted. Brethren ; and. real Poperyſ 
is carried on by ſuch. difguiles :,, Wheteasf 
were we united among:our ſelves, they wouldy 
ſoon find it invainto make any ſuch atternpts 

upon us. 


EDS, — 
"But alas ! white the THAEY 15, [kept ofle 
by thoſe fad Diſtra&zons and Diviſtons that 
are among our ſelves how ealily may 'the 
Pope enter in ? ; SchiFhaticks, whateyer rhey 
pretend, do but cart on me Pops 6; Cauley 
tor the more ſtrengſ and number any, Fas 
tion. draws from , bt; Church ;-jo muchiif 
+ i | added 


PII ASI ym -- > 


;_ —_—_—_—_—_ 


foe oC 


== 9 07 ROTO. FROG Oe MT. ot UI I. --+ 7» —_—— 


[21] 
added to her Enemy , who hath, perhaps, 
no, other hopes of deſtroying , - but by .divi- 
bet- ding: Us! , ; O17. I | 'Þ $5 To $8 3. bs £208 
oils Aoi oF. 443 03 bas © 2289 10 
and} If itherefqre thoſe +(g90d) 'men that catife 
peo- ſuch Schilms and; Divitions AINONS, : Uus;,. had 
fl that, loye,tor the Proteſtant,-Intereſtias they 
have for the bare Name , they wouldbe 
more zealous for the preſervation of it; 
and think it their duty , at leaſt in this 
juncture of affairs, to comply with the 
Ehnrch-,- and-joyn in her Communion for 
ſecuring our Religion , rather than by per- 
yverſeneſs and obſtinacy endanger its total 
ruine. . If they had thac love for Peace which 
they pretend, they would feck more after it, 
and priſe it at a higher*rate, than to break 
the unity of - the Church upon ſuch” ſlender 


accounts as now they do. 
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| Oh that they would yet in time bethink 
aff hemſelves ! that we may at laſt with one 
; 'the minde and one accord praiſe and glorifie 
 cheyihat God who 15 chegFod of Peace and Or- 
iſfegf&r- This if we woltfgd.do heartily and fin- 
- Fadcerely, he * would certMnly reward us tor it: 
ch:4g} for they thar love and feek peace, ſhall enjoy 
ddedÞ everlaſting peace hereWMer. Now 


'No&-to- our God, who is: the God of 
Peace; to his onely Son, who 1s the Prince 
of Peace ; and to the Holy Ghoſt, who is 
the Spirit of Peace, be aſcribed ,' as is moſt 
due, all honour, glory, praiſe, power, . and 
dominion, henceforth and for evermore , 

men. 


